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such conditions with local applications, caustics, etc., ns is so com¬ 
monly practiced, is, in his opinion, utterly unjustifiable; the chronic 
inflammations and tissue hyperplasias that are caused by such treat¬ 
ment are, he thinks, often the direct cause of a subsequent malignant 
development. All ulcers of the cervix should be removed, hyperplastic 
areas of endometrium curetted away, and small lacerations repaired 
by suitable plastic operations; if this policy were uniformly carried 
out we would see vastly less uterine cancer than is now the case. 
Bossi says that ns he looks back on his years of practice he finds that 
he has performed such plastic operations on over 7000 patients, and 
so far ns he has been able to determine, in no single instance has one 
of these women subsequently developed a cervical carcinoma. A 
record such as this, together with the fact that cancer is in no wise 
contagious, is for him proof positive that the disease is absolutely 
non-microbic, but purely histologic in origin; he thinks that a truly 
humanitarian and scientific undertaking would be a propaganda 
against uterine cancer which should have for its basis the early, 
reparative, surgical treatment of benign affections of the cervix and 
uterine cavity. 

Hydrotherapy In Gynecology.—In a communication presented before 
the Congress of Physicians and Naturalists, held in Vienna last Sep¬ 
tember, Klein ( Fraucniirzt , 1913, xxviii, 541) reports on the results 
obtained in the treatment of various gynecological conditions by means 
of hydrotherapy in the year and a half since the plant was installed 
in the Wertheim Clinic. He says that the results were in general 
exceedingly good, and in some instances most astonishing. The 
indications for this form of therapy include both functional • and 
organic disturbances; especially good results were obtained in the 
treatment of all the types of disease commonly grouped under the 
term "sexual neurasthenia,” but many true organic conditions also 
show marked improvement or complete cure. Among these may be 
mentioned particularly perimetric adhesions, exudates following 
salpingo-oophorectomy, extensive parametric exudates, chronic inflam¬ 
matory adnexal masses, etc. In conjunction with various forms of 
hydrotherapy, mud baths have also been found of great benefit in 
some of these chronic inflammatory lesions. Klein emphasises the 
importance of a thorough mastery of the technique of this form of 
therapy in all its details, and thinks that much of the skepticism 
which exists toward it is the result of poor results obtained from a 
lack of knowledge os to the indications and contra-indications on the 
one hand, and of the technique on the other. 

Formalin Treatment of Leukorrhea.—The technique and results of 
a new form of treatment for leukorrhea, recently introduced at the 
Baudeloque Clinic, are described by Le Masson and Mabcuat, (Ann. 
de Gyn. cl d’Obst., 1913, xl, 731). This consists in the introduction 
into the vagina of nascent formalin gas, a process which may be accom¬ 
plished by one of several methods. The simplest is merely to fold a 
few crystals of potassium permanganate in a small square of gauze, 
sprinkle it well with full strength formalin solution, and introduce it 
by means of dressing forceps into the vagina through a speculum. 
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More thorough and satisfactory application may be secured, however, 
by the use of some form of vaporizing apparatus, while for use by the 
patient herself, a special appliance, known as the “formojectcur” 
lias been devised. This consists of an egg-shaped receptacle, which 
may be token apart in the middle, and which contains a separate 
compartment for water, the whole being connected with a short tube 
nnd douche nozzle. To use it, the egg-like receptacle is opened, and 
1 gm. of crystalized potassium permanganate placed in the bottom. 
It is then closed again, and the water compartment filled with 1 c.c. 
of a mixture of equal parts of commercial formalin and water. The 
patient then introduces the douche nozzle into the vagina in the 
ordinary manner, and by pressing with her thumb oil a small piston 
which communicates with the chamber containing the formalin solu¬ 
tion, forces this into the main receptacle containing the permanganate, 
with the resulting generation of formalin gas. This, of course, passes 
off through the nozzle into the vagina. Le Masson and Marchnl have 
found formalin gas, applied in this way, to have a marked drying 
action on leukorrheal discharges, transforming profuse mucopurulent 
discharges into a thin, watery type, which in turn soon completely 
.disappears. This dcssicating action is followed by a certain amount 
of tissue retraction, resulting in cicatrization of mild degrees of cer¬ 
vical endometritis, and diminution of erosions about the external os. 
To be thoroughly efficacious, however, the treatment should be kept up 
faithfully for at least six weeks or two months, the home applications 
with the formojectcur being supplemented from time to time by 
more thorough treatments by the physician. Chemical tests have 
shown the formalin vapors to be absolutely neutral, so that no dele¬ 
terious consequences, such ns the production of sterility, are to be 
feared. The treatment is entirely painless, and appears to deserve a 
place in the realm of medical gynecology. 


Formation of an Artificial Uroter.—The results of some interesting 
attempts to form artificially a segment of ureter from the abdominal 
wall arc reported by Strauss ( Surg ., Gyn., and Obsl., 1914, xviii, 78). 
.The work was performed on dogs, and while purely experimental as 
yet, may well prove to be of practical application to clinical surgery. 
The technique was, very briefly, to form a pedunculated flap from 
the transversalis muscle, fascia, and peritoneum, the peritoneum nnd 
abdominal wall being then closed, so ns to make the remainder of the 
operation wholly extraperitoneal. The ureter was then exposed, and 
two or three inches of it resected; the two cut ends were then anas¬ 
tomosed into the upper and lower end of the flap respectively, this 
latter being rolled up like a sleeve, with the peritoneal surface inside, 
and closed with a continuous suture of fine arterial silk, which material 
was also used for the anastomoses. The operation was performed on 
four dogs, all of which survived until killed at intervals of from five 
and a half to seven months after operation. The findings in the arti¬ 
ficial segment of ureter were extremely interesting: In three of the 
animals it had apparently functionated well, though in. one a calculus 
was found lodged in the distal anastomosis, having the end of a silk 
thread for a nucleus. In the other 2 cases which functionated well 
no obstruction was found, but in one the artificial ureter was dilated 



